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October 1, 2008 
 
To Seattle Parks Foundation and The Center for Wooden Boats: 
 
The Wallingford Community Council enthusiastically supports both the improvement of 
Waterway 18 and The Center for Wooden Boats’ proposal to develop King County’s 
property adjacent to Waterway 20 for a Northlake Maritime Community Center. 
Maintaining, protecting, and enhancing these projects as shoreline resources is consistent 
with both the 1998 Wallingford Neighborhood Plan and the 2002 South Wallingford 
Amendment. It is directly relevant to the goals and recommendations in the 2002 plan as 
these uses increase the Wallingford’s community’s access to Lake Union and celebrate 
the maritime industrial tradition of the area. 
 
The renewal of Waterway 18 preserves and enhances the largest publicly accessible 
waterway on Lake Union.  Owing to its wide beach and gently sloping shore, it is an 
ideal site to launch or land hand-powered boats.  While it has been well used by the 
rowing and paddling communities, the site has been underused by the general public due 
to the presence of litter, encampments and illicit activities.  Waterway 18 is an idyllic 
setting and provides refuge for visitors as well as ducks, salmon, and other native 
wildlife. The Wallingford Community Council applauds the effort to enhance public 
access and habitat features, transforming the site into an inviting park-like atmosphere on 
north Lake Union.   
 
The Center for Wooden Boats efforts to create a maritime activity community center to 
the west of Gasworks Park is another step forward for the neighborhood vision. This site 
will serve the neighborhood’s need for a visual and physical connection to Lake Union, 
create a community gathering space, and also help preserve the unique historic ships of 
our region while providing the public a chance to observe and learn about the traditional 
maritime skills once so prevalent along our waterfront.  Historic small rowboat and 
sailboat rentals in the summer, classes in traditional skills, and the spectacle of traditional 
ship preservation will create vibrant activity on the site year round.  Wallingford is 
currently launching a community center planning effort, assessing physical and 
programmatic resources in our area, and The Center for Wooden Boats’ plan to 
incorporate the needs for community gatherings only cements the value of the project to 
the Wallingford Neighborhood. 
  



 

As more people move into the neighborhoods that surround Lake Union, Waterway 18 
and Northlake Wharf will become increasingly important as neighborhood open spaces 
that preserve public access to Lake Union.  The renewed activity at these sites will truly 
be an asset for Wallingford and the city of Seattle as a whole. We also believe that these 
innovative restorations will be solid pilot projects, spurring the restoration of some of the 
other 35 street ends and Waterways that abut Lake Union.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mary Heim 
President 
Wallingford Community Council 
 


