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September 25, 2009 
 
Mr. Kurt Triplett 
King County Executive 
Bank of America Tower 
701 Fifth Avenue, Ste. 3210 
Seattle, WA  98104 
 
Dear Mr. Triplett: 
 
The National Park Service (NPS) would like to express our support for the creation of a Northlake 
Community Wharf project on the north end of Lake Union in Seattle. 
 
The NPS is the nation’s lead preservation agency, overseeing the National Register of Historic Places and 
the National Historic Landmark programs as part of its stewardship responsibilities. We provide technical 
assistance to NHLs through our Partnership Programs, helping to ensure irreplaceable cultural resources 
are preserved for future generations to experience. 
 
Over the years, the NPS has learned of the difficulty NHL vessel owners have had in securing adequate 
dock and moorage space for conducting maintenance work on these significant maritime resources. The 
city of Seattle is home to numerous historic ships and four of them are National Historic Landmarks, the 
highest recognition a privately owned cultural resource can achieve.  By establishing this wharf and 
providing a facility for owners of historic vessels to complete much needed repairs and preservation 
maintenance work, the County would be part of an exemplary partnership and fulfill its preservation 
mandate.  The County was and remains an active participant in the Seattle-King County Maritime 
Heritage Task Force, created in May 2005 to consider some of the critical issues facing the region’s 
historic ships.  One of the recommendations from the Task Force was to identify a permanent location 
where historic vessels could conduct maintenance work.  King County continues to have a critical role in 
the preservation of the region’s maritime resources if they are to survive into the future. 
 
We urge you to support this project and make this vital piece of the maritime preservation puzzle a 
reality. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Rory Westberg 
Deputy  Regional Director, Pacific West Region 
National Park Service 
 
 


